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Background and aims 
To our knowledge, there are two support groups for junior researchers in ergonomics in Europe. In 
France, the Réseau des Jeunes Chercheurs en Ergonomie (RJCE) was founded in 2008 and numbers 
about 50 members. In the UK, the Early Career Researchers Special Interest Group has been building 
since mid 2011 a support network within the Institute of Ergonomics & Human Factors. Both groups 
aim to establish a community of peers that is supportive socially and technically to promote the sharing 
of ideas, concepts and theories in all areas of ergonomics in both educational entities and industry. They 
further aim disseminate research findings and maintain close contacts with industries and practitioners. 
 
Having established contact with each other, the RJCE and the Early Career Researchers SIG are now 
actively working to build a gateway to a larger worldwide network. The 18th triennial IEA congress at 
Recife provides the opportunity to create a unique forum for friendly exchanges and dialogues with re-
search students from other countries. 
 

Objectives and agenda of the meeting 
The main objectives of this special meeting are: 

1. To develop links with research students from as many countries as possible; 
2. To learn about the specificities of the ergonomics discipline and of research curricula in the dif-

ferent countries. 
From this perspective, the program of the meeting will include:  

1. A short presentation of both the RJCE and the Early Career Researchers SIG; 
2. Presentations of the specificities of the ergonomics discipline and of research curricula in dif-

ferent countries; 
3. A time dedicated to sharing ideas on how to cement international cooperation links between re-

search students. 
 
Students and junior researchers interested in this initiative are encouraged to give a short informal pres-
entation about their country on topics such as: history of ergonomics, current situation of research in 
ergonomics, progress and difficulties in doing a research degree, or any other topic in alignment with 
fitting the general objectives of the meeting. 
 

Participation 
If you are interested in participating in this meeting, please get in touch with the organizing committee 
(iea2012@rjce.fr) as soon as you can. If you know research students who might be willing to attend, 
please forward them this call for participation. 


